 James Ryan has written screenplays for Hollywood Pictures, Spring Creek Productions, Mr. Mudd. Granada Films, and Warner Bros. His plays have been produced by Playwrights Horizons, Ensemble Studio Theater, and the O'Neill Theater Center, among other venues across the country.  He is the recipient of Fellowships from the National Endowment for the Arts, the New York Foundation for the Arts, and the Drama League Award; he served a McKnight Fellowship at the Playwrights Center in Minneapolis, and residencies at Yaddo and the Millay Colony.  He is Chair of the Playwriting Department at the Actors Studio Drama School, New School University.

Here is what critics have to say about his new film, The Young Girl and The Monsoon, which he wrote and directed, an Artistic License Films release (2001):

"Crackles….Ellen Muth virtually explodes in the role of Constance...every word rings true." -- New York Times

"An unexpected treat…bristling…adorable…richly comedic and compelling....fresh and emotionally honest." -- NY Daily News


“James Ryan captures a certain aspect of Manhattan manners and mores of the moment, much as Woody Allen captured it decades ago in his films “Manhattan” and “Hannah and Her Sisters.” Ryan’s movie is deeper and more honest than Allen’s…..Ryan has a perfect feel for his time, place and characters….individual scenes work beautifully…and he has coaxed some exceptional performances from his actors. ” -- Chicago Sun-Times

"The film's strength lies in Ryan's ability to make us care about all of his characters…..it bears the stamp of psychological truth…he captures that complex mixture of adolescent stubbornness and burgeoning womanhood with uncanny precision." -- Hollywood Reporter


"Quietly penetrating...literate and heartfelt....superb…the cast is excellent." – TIME OUT New York (Critic's Pick)


"One of the most engaging American indies this year." Christian Science Monitor


"Terry Kinney is heartbreakingly on target....Ellen Muth is unnerving....James Ryan's indie dramedy perceptively explores both sides of this relationship." -- Entertainment Weekly

"A smart dramatic comedy.....Ellen Muth is an astonishing young talent!" – City Magazine 
