Phoenix Theatre NYC/London Tour
May 24 – June 3, 2007

Thursday, May 24, 2007

Depart Phoenix by American Airlines to La Guardia Airport, New York. A private coach will transport you to The Marriot Marquis with The View, its revolving restaurant and bar on the 49th floor, which Fodor’s states, “provides one of the most spectacular panoramas in New York.” James Ryan, Director of Insider Cultural Tours will brief everyone on the best shopping and sightseeing that the city has to offer.
That evening we’ll have a pre-theater welcome dinner at the 21 Club, recipient of the Grand Award by Wine Spectator Magazine from 2003-2005, William Grimes of the New York Times writes “it’s hard to imagine a more romantic setting,” and John Mariani of Virtual Gourmet declares it is “one of the finest dinning rooms in the city (oh, make that America).”

Tonight we’ll see a hit musical like Jersey Boys.
Friday, May 25, 2007

Tonight we’ll attend another must-see Broadway hit like Sweeney Todd or The History Boys.
Saturday, May 26, 2007

We’ll attend a critically acclaimed show at a notable Off Broadway theater like Playwrights Horizons or Atlantic Theater Company and see likes Grey Gardens or The Lieutenant of Inishmore (before it goes to Broadway). Post-performance discussion with director and cast. 

Sunday, May 27, 2007
In the morning, we’ll have a critical round-up, with a New York critic or theater specialist. 
In the afternoon we’ll take a private tour at the Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

That evening, we’ll have a farewell dinner at some place like the West Bank Café, once the haunt of Tennessee Williams and Arthur Miller, the creative home for the comedian Lewis Black and the actor Mark Linn-Baker. 

Monday, May 28, 2007
Group departs by private coach to JFK to take an American Airlines overnight flight to Heathrow. 

Tuesday, May 29, 2007

A private coach will take you from Heathrow to the De Vere Cavendish Hotel, chosen by Business Traveller in 2005 and described by Signpost magazine as:

“The historic De Vere Cavendish, St. James’s has remained at the forefront of London hotels for the past few centuries, and was run in the early part of this century by Rosa Lewis, the infamous ‘Duchess of Duke Street’. It is situated in one of London’s most prestigious locations, just minutes walk from theatres, restaurants and London’s fabulous nightlife. The hotel itself offers two bars, a relaxing lounge and an award winning restaurant. The restaurant, Leyton’s Brasserie, is bright and airy and located on the first floor of the hotel overlooking stylish Jermyn Street. The hotel has recently undergone a major refurbishment resulting in stylish redesigned bedrooms, most with magnificent views over London. You will stay in a luxurious newly redesigned bedroom, furnished to the highest standard and featuring air conditioning and modem points. The soothing ambience of the hotel enables you to enjoy a restful stay, whilst reaping the benefits of being located in the heart of Central London, making the hotel a perfect choice for leisure and business travellers alike.Gymnasium & pool nearby.”
Each morning you’ll have a full English breakfast.

Later in the afternoon we’ll meet Joyce Hytner (on the Board of the Royal Court and Old Vic) and Rebecca King Lassman (on the Board of the Serpentine), who will brief guests on the highlights of their week in London. Visitors will be given the inside information on how to enjoy London in the best possible way, with pointers to some of the hidden gems of the city, recommendations on restaurants, shopping, and the talk of the town.
The perfect show for tonight would be something such as the current hit, Fuerzabruta at the Roundhouse.

Wednesday, May 30, 2007

This afternoon we’ll visit one of this year’s major exhibitions, perhaps at the Tate or the Victoria and Albert.

This evening we’ll attend the pre-performance Platform at The National Theatre and meet the Artistic Director, Nicholas Hytner, followed by a production at another of the National’s three theatres, The Lyttleton, The Cottesloe or The Olivier. 

Thursday, May 31, 2007

Today we’ll take a private coach through the rural counties of Middle England to Stratford-upon-Avon. A Blue Badge guide will take us on a tour of three Shakespeare properties and then we’ll check into the Stratford Victoria. The hotel is the essence of Victorian opulence and elegance, conveyed through tasteful décor and furnishings. Combine this with modern facilities - including a fully equipped gym and whirlpool spa - and you will find a high standard of luxury and comfort that will not disappoint. 
This evening we’ll attend a performance by the Royal Shakespeare Company.

Friday, June 1, 2007

We’ll enjoy a full English breakfast at the hotel. Our guide will take us on a tour of two other Shakespeare properties and then we’ll return by private coach to the Cavendish St. James hotel. 

Tonight let’s take in the must-see musical Billy Elliot.

Saturday, June 2, 2007

In the morning we’ll have a critical roundup of all the shows we have seen by a notable London critic or theater professional. 

Onto a farewell pre-theater dinner at perhaps Brown’s or Covent Garden Hotel, and then onto to see the hit revival of Evita. 

Sunday, June 3, 2007

Depart from Heathrow by American Airlines to Phoenix. 
Summary
Accommodations

· New York – 4 nights at Marriot Marquis

· London – 4 nights at De Vere Cavendish St. James

· Stratford – 1 night at Victoria Stratford

Meals

· 21 Club dinner

· New York farewell dinner at Westbank Café 

· Full English Breakfast every morning at De Vere Cavendish

· Full English Breakfast at Victoria Stratford

· London farewell dinner at Brown’s Hotel

Performances (8)
· 2 Broadway shows

· 1 Off-Broadway show

· 2 West End Musicals

· Royal Shakespeare Company 

· National Theatre

· 1 show at perhaps Royal Court, Almedia, or Donmar

Visits and Events
· Private tour at the MET
· New York post-performance discussion with cast and/or director
· New York critical round-up
· Trip to Stratford
· Private guided tour of five Shakespeare properties 
· Private tour of exhibition at Tate or Victoria & Albert
· Meet Artistic Director Nicholas Hytner
· Briefing by Joyce Hytner and Rebecca Lassman
· London critical round-up
Transportation

· Roundtrip airfare 
· Transportation to and from LaGuardia and JFK for one specified group
· Transportation to and from Heathrow for one specified group
