Actors Theater of Louisville

New Year’s New York Tour

December 29 – January 2
Friday, December 29

The Michelangelo Hotel, recognized by Travel & Leisure Magazine as one of the Top 500 “Greatest Hotels of the world” and placed on the gold list for the “Best Place to stay in the Whole World,” by the Conde Nast Traveler. Each room averages 475 square feet with welcoming marble foyers, king size beds, 55-gallon soaking tubs with the ambiance of an Italian villa. Complimentary Italian Buon Di breakfast is served each morning – coffee, cappuccino, teas, and pastries. 

Check In

Afternoon:
Meet with Insider Cultural Tour Director James Ryan. We will discuss the highlights of the tour, as well as recommendations on restaurants, shopping, and the talk of the town.

Late 

Afternoon:

Private Tour at MOMA. Edouard Manet and the Execution of Maximilian. Abandoned by the French government that crowned him and sent him to Mexico, the Emperor Maximilian was executed by a firing squad north of Mexico City, on June 19, 1867. News of the execution reached Paris on July 1, just as Napoleon III was inaugurating that year's Universal Exposition. Édouard Manet set to work almost immediately, and by early 1869 he had completed a series of four paintings and one lithograph of the subject. Édouard Manet and The Execution of Maximilian will unite several of these works for the first time in the United States, with selected additional works that examine the evolution from one painting to the next, which was fuelled by a steady stream of written and graphic accounts of the event. 
Evening

Performance 1: 


We’ll see something at the Manhattan Theater Club or Roundabout Theater. MTC has grown in three decades from a prolific Off-Off Broadway showcase into one of the country’s most acclaimed theatre organizations, with 15 Tonys, 4 Pulitzers, and 45 Obies won under its egis. Recent hits developed at MTC include Doubt, Proof, and Sight Unseen. The Roundabout's productions were nominated for 79 awards, including Tonys®, Drama Desks, Outer Critics Circle and Olivier Awards. Recent critical hits were the revivals of Cabaret and Sondheim’s Assassins at the former Studio 54.
Saturday, December 30
Morning:

Free

Afternoon

Peformance 2:


West Bank Café for a retrospective presentation of works produced by Actors Theater of Louisville, over three decades, by writers now living in New York. Join us for a wine reception afterwards and meet some of the playwrights and actors who began or their careers with ATL’s support. 

The West Bank was opened by owner, Steve Olsen, in 1978, in New York “Hell’s Kitchen.”  At that time, gangs such as the notorious Irish Westies became cafe regulars. Not too long after Olsen created a theater downstairs, the "Laurie Beechman" after the acclaimed cabaret and stage luminary. Soon, the West Bank Cafe became a launching pad as well as a hang-out for playwrights and actors, among them Tennessee Williams, Arthur Miller, Bruce Willis, and Sean Penn. Lewis Black, an in-house West Bank regular, got his start in the Laurie Beechman, (a "Daily Show" and “Comedy Central” regular as well).
Evening 

Performance 3: 
The New Group or Atlantic Theater Company with post performance discussion. The New Group’s past productions have received 7 Obies, 17 Drama Desk nominations, 5 Lucille Lortel Awards, 3 Tony® Awards including Best New Musical, and the Calloway, Kalbie, Taking Off, and Theatre World Awards. The Atlantic Theater Company, founded by David Mamet and William H. Macy, produced this season’s critically acclaimed Martin McDonagh's The Lieutenant of Inishmore, and Celebration and The Room by Harold Pinter. During its history, it has garnered four Tony Awards, two Lucille Lortel Awards, seven Obie Awards, and an Outer Critics Circle Award. Post production discussion to follow.
Sunday, December 31
Morning Free
Afternoon

Performance 4:

Matinee at Playwrights Horizons or the Signature Theater Company. Playwrights Horizons, under the leadership of Artistic Director Tim Sanford, in its 30 year history has produced productions which have won over 30 Obies, 9 Tony Awards, 16 Drama Desk, 2 Olivier, 3 Pulitzers, and 1 Academy Award. Founded by James Houghton, now in its 15th year, The Signature produces fully staged works by each playwright-in-residence including re-examinations of past writings as well as New York and World Premieres. Former playwrights-in-residence included Edward Albee, Sam Shepard, Arthur Miller, Paula Vogel, John Guare, Romulus Linney, and Lee Blessing. Post production discussion.
Evening: 

Toast in the New Year at the Algonquin Hotel’s Oak Room, and swing to the retro sounds of jazz musician Vince Giordano and his Nighthawks. The 11-piece group has been featured on movie soundtracks including Ghost World, Cotton Club, Finding Forrester, Bloodhounds on Broadway, and Martin Scorsese’s Aviator.  Vince, as a member of Dick Hyman’s orchestra, provided music for Woody Allen’s last six films. 
The Algonquin Round Table set the standard for literary style and wit in its era. For one glorious decade beginning in 1919, the Round Table was the scene of scintillating daily lunch meetings by a group of literary legends, which included Dorothy Parker, George S. Kaufman, and Robert Benchley. The hotel also welcomed female guests from the beginning, among them Gertrude Stein, Marian Anderson, Simone de Beauvoir, Eudora Welty and Helen Hayes. William Faulkner drafted his Nobel Prize acceptance speech at the Algonquin in 1950.
"New York's Best Cabaret." New York Magazine 
"The holy of holies for cabaret performers.” The Times (London)
Monday, January 1
Morning:

Sleep in. Recover.

Afternoon:

Catch-up with all the last minute shopping or sightseeing. 

Evening:

We’ll catch one of the hit Broadway musicals everyone is talking 



about, such as Jersey Boys, Light in the Piazza, or Sweeny Todd.
Tuesday, January 2
Late Morning:

A critical round-up on all the plays you’ve seen, as well as the 



current state of theater, with a professional New York critic. 

Please note: all shows, post-performance discussions, and guest speakers are subject to change due to unforeseen schedule conflicts, availability, or circumstances beyond Inside Cultural Tours’ control.  Airfare is NOT included in this itinerary, and it is assumed all participants will arrange for their own flight; however, a flight can be booked with the Insider’s assistance for a small administrative fee. 
� An excellent alternative would be the Algonquin Hotel, a true landmark, with a tradition of elegance that goes back a century. 





